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Bifhop  of  BANGOR's 


At  St.  B  r  i  d  g  e  ts- Church, 

O  N 


£  a  s  t  e  r-M  o  n  d  a  y,  April  zi }  1718. 


Becher,  Mayor. 


Martis  xiv°.  Die  Mail,  1728.  Annoq~y 
Regm  Regis  Georgii  II.  Magnae 
Britannia;,  &c.  Pnmo. 

IT  is  Ordered „  That  the  Thanks  of 
this  Court  be  given  to  the  Right  Re¬ 
verend  Father  in  God,  Thomas  LordBifhop 
of  Bangor ,  for  his  Sermon  preach’d  before 
this  Court,  and  the  Governours  of  the 
feveral  Hofpitals  of  this  City,  at  the  Parifli 
Church  of  St.  Bridget ,  on  Monday  in 
EaJIer-Wee k  laft,  and  that  he  be  deiired 
to  Print  the  fame. 


J  ACKSOM. 


The  Cafe  of  Infolvent  Debtors ,  and  the 
Charity  due  to  them ,  confidered. 


SERMON 

Preach’d  before  the 

Right  Honourable 

THE 

LOR  D-M  AYOR, 

THE 

ALDERMEN. 

AND 

Governors  of  the  feveral  Hof- 
pitals  of  the  City  of  London , 

A  T  T  H  E 

Parifh-Church  of  St.  Bridget, 

O  N 

Monday  in  Eafer-Week,  April  zx,  1718. 
By  T h o ma s  Lord  Biihop  of  BANGOR, 

LONDON, 

Printed  for  J.  Pemberton,  at  the  Golden  Buck  againfl: 
St.  Da«/?«»’s-Church  in  Fleetftreet .  MDCCXX VIII. 


M  ATT  HEW  xviii.  2^J  30. 

And  his  Fellow  Servant  fell  down  at  his 
Feet ,  and  befought  him ,  faying ,  Have 
Patience  with  me,  and  I  will  pay  thee 
alL 

And  he  would  not  •  but  went  and  cad 
him  into  Prifon,  till  he  f could  pay  the 
Debt . 


H  E  N  we  confider  the  various  Cala¬ 
mities  and  Diftrefles,  under  which 
many  Perfons  and  Families  labour ; 
and  their  utter  Inability  to  fupport 
themfelves  under  thefe  Evils ;  it  is 
fome  Alleviation  to  obferve  with  what  Diligence 
and  Application  Chriftian  Charity  has  been  at 
work  to  find  proper  Methods  for  the  Comfort  and 
Support  of  fuch  as  are  in  Mifery  and  Affliftion. 

This 
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This  Thought  arifes  naturally  from  the  Bufinefs 
of  this  Day.  And,  furely,  this  great  and  worthy 
City  never  appears  more  honourable  in  the  Sight  of 
God  and  Man,  than  when  aflembled  for  the  Sake, 
and  on  the  Behalf  of  thofe,  who  have  nothing  to 
plead  for  them,  but  their  Mifery ;  and  nothing  t© 
return,  but  their  Prayers. 

As  the  Charitable  Inftitutions  under  your  Dire¬ 
ction  and  Government,  have  no  Ufe  of  Riches  or 
Fofleffions  but  for  the  Supply  of  the  Needy;  the 
true  Way  of  eftimating  their  Condition,  is  to  confi- 
der  the  Proportion  which  their  Revenues  bear  to 
the  Neceffities  of  thofe  who  ftand  in  need  of  their 
Affiftance.  If  the  Poor  thrive  and  grow  able  .to 
fupport  themfelves,  the  Hofpitals  grow  rich  in  pro¬ 
portion;  if  the  Poor  and  their  Wants  increafe,  the 
Hofpitals  themfelves  grow  poor,  and  become  the 
Objed  of  every  Chriftian’s  Charity. 

From  hence  ’tis  evident,  that  whoever,  by  any 
Methods  of  Oppreflion  or  Cruelty,  adds  to  the 
Number  of  the  Poor  and  Miferable,  does  as  truly 
aft  in  Oppofition  to  thefe  Charitable  Foundations 
and  the  End  for  which  they  are  inftituted,  as  if  he 
took  from  them  their  Pofleffions.  For  whether  you 
increafe  their  Burden,  or  leflen  their  Maintenance, 
Ts  the  fame  Thing. 
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There  are  few  who  will  fufped  themfclves  to 
be  chargeable  with  any  Dcfign  againfl:  thefe  Cha¬ 
rities ;  and  there  are,  I  believe,  few  indeed  who 
have  any  formed  Defign  againfl:  them.  But  if  you 
confider  the  Cafe  in  the  View  now  opened  to  you5 
it  may  appear,  perhaps,  that  there  arc  many  who 
a<3f  daily  in  Oppofition  to  this  good  Work,  increa- 
fing  that  Burden  r  which  is  already  almofl:  infiip- 
portable. 

There  are  many  Ways  which  Men  praftife  in 
opprefling  the  Poor,  which  might  properly  fall 
under  this  Confideration ;  but  I  fliall  confine  my- 
felf  to  that  Angle  Inftance,  to  wdiich  the  Text  re¬ 
lates,  the  Hard-heartednefs  and  Cruelty  which  Men 
ufe  towards  their  poor  infolvent  Debtors.  And 
I  the  rather  chufe  to  fpeak  to  this  Cafe,  becaufe 
Men  are  apt  to  imagine  that  Confcience  has  no¬ 
thing  to  do  in  it,  and  that  they  are  fecure  from 
any  Guilt,  fo  long  as  they  follow  in  a  Legal  Man¬ 
ner  the  Method  prefcribed  by  the  Law.  Perhaps 
too,  for  a  like  Reafon,  this  Iniquity  has  been  lefe 
reproved,  than  it  deferves,  by  the  Preacher;  for 
fear  he  fliould  be  thought  to  condemn  the  Law  of 
his  Countrey. 

I  have  no  fuch  Fear;  nor  do  I  mean  to  con^ 
demn  the  Law  of  my  Countrey,  or  to  charge  it 

with 
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with  the  Cruelty  of  thofe  who  abufe  it.  If  the 
Law  it  felf  is  fevere,  the  more  Reafon  there  is  to  be 
cautious  in  the  Ufe  of  it;  but  if  Men  will  turn  the 
Law,  which  was  given  them  for  the  Security  of 
their  Property,  into  an  Inftrument  of  Oppreflion 
and  Revenge,  the  Law  is  free,  but  they  are  guilty. 
And,  without  doubt,  there  have  been  many  legal 
Proceedings  in  Courts  of  Juftice,  which,  when 
they  come  to  be  re-examined  in  a  higher  Court 
the  Judge  and  the  Jury  (hall  be  praifed  for  execut¬ 
ing  the  Law  faithfully,  and  yet  the  Profecutor  con¬ 
demned  for  Violence  and  Oppreffion. 


There  is  a  plain  Difference  between  the  Laws 


made  for  the  publick  Good  and  Safety,  and  thofe 
introduced  in  Favour  of  private  Perfons  only. 
With  refpeft  to  the  firfl  mention’d  Laws,  it  is  of¬ 
ten  criminal  to  conceal  Offences  committed  again  ft 
them,  or  to  compound  for  them  with  the  Offen¬ 


ders.  To  conceal  Treafon  is  an  Offence  of  a  very 
high  Nature ;  for  every  Man  is  concerned  in  the 
Life  and  Welfare  of  the  King,  and  bound  to  de¬ 
fend  him :  To  compound  with  Thieves  and  Rob¬ 
bers  is  criminal,  for  this  plain  Reafon  among  o- 
thers,  That  whoever  treats  with  a  Thief  for  his 
Impunity,  treats  for  a  greater  Intereft  than  he  has  a 
Right  to  difpofe  of ;  for  every  Man  has  an  Intereft 
in  bringing  flich  Offenders  to  Juftice  :  And  therc- 
i'OlQ.  no  Man  can  remit  the  Penalty,  but  he  who 
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has  a  Right  to  a  &  for  the  Publick ,  that  is,  the 
King  only. 

But  as  to  the  Laws  introduced  for  the  Sake  of 
private  Rights  and  Properties ,  the  Cafe  is  other- 
wife.  For  as  every  Man  may  difpofc  of  his  own 
Rights  and  Properties  as  he  thinks  fit,  fo  he  is  at 
Liberty  to  ufe  the  Methods  which  the  Law  has 
provided  for  the  Recovery  of  his  Rights,  or  not 
to  ufe  them,  as  he  pleafes.  In  all  thefe  Cafes  there¬ 
fore  the  Law  provides  the  Remedy,  and  leaves  the 
Ufe  of  it  to  the  Confidence  of  the  Party  concerned 

Since  then  Men  are  to  be  governed  by  the  Rules 
of  Reafon  and  Confidence,  in  the  Legal  Profecu- 
tion  of  their  own  Rights;  1  defire  you  to-  confider 
with  me,  what  it  is  that  Reafon  and  Confidence 
and  Chriftian  Charity  require  of  us  in  the  Cafe  now 
under  Confideratioiv, 

The  Words  of  the  Text  are  part  of  one  of  our 
Saviour’s  Parables.  They  do  not  contain  an  hifto- 
rical  Account  of  a  Fad,  fiaopofed  to  have  happen¬ 
ed  juft  as  it  is  related :  But  here  is  a  Cafie  ftated  by 
our  Blefted  Lord,  with  fuch  Circumftances  as  he 
thought  proper  to  iupport  the  Inference  to  be  drawn 
from  it;  and  therefore  the  Circumftances  are  to  be 
confidered  as  neceftary  Ingredients  in  the  Judgment, 
which  he  makes  upon  this  Cafe.  Obferve  then, 

B  Fir  ft y 
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Firfi ,  Here  is  a  Debt  fuppofed  to  be  juftly  due. 
The  poor  Man  owed  his  Fellow  Servant  an  hundred 
Pence. 

Secondly ,  When  the  Debt  is  demanded,  he  does 
not  deny  it,  or  refufe  to  pay  it,  but  defires  For¬ 
bearance  only,  till  he  cou’d  by  his  Labour  and  In- 
duftry  raife  enough  to  difcharge  the  Debt. 

Thirdly ,  He  asks  even  this  as  a  Favour,  and 
with  great  Submiffion :  He  fell  down  at  his  Fellow- 
Servant’s  Feet  and  befought  him.  On  the  con¬ 
trary, 

Fourthly ,  The  Creditor  comes  with  Infolence  and 
Violence  to  demand  his  Debt.  He  laid  Hands  on 
his  Fellow-Servant,  and  took  him  by  the  2 hr cat 
faying^  pay  me  that  thou  oweft.  And  when  the 
poor  Man  befought  him  to  have  Patience,  he  re¬ 
garded  him  not,  but  hurried  him  away  to  P tiffin.; 
and  for  this  Behaviour,  he  is  called  at  the  3  2.  ver. 
Thou  wicked  Servant. 

Some  of  thefe  Circnmftances  teem  to  be  added, 
to  aggravate  the  Cruelty  of  this  wicked  Savant; 
fuch  are  they  which  defcribe  the  Violence  uied  on 
one  Side,  and  the  Submiffion  and  Intreaty  offered 

on  the  other.  And  the  Cafe  commonly  falls  out  to 

be 
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be  Co.  Men  are  apt  to  demand  their  Debts,  efpe- 
dally  from  their  Equals  or  Inferiours,  with  a 
Haughtinefi  and  Roughnefs  hard  to  be  born;  and 
yet  the  poor.  Debtor  is  forced  by  Neceffity  to  take 
it  patiently,  and  to  be  all  Submillion, 

But  the  Circumftances  upon  which  the  Reafon 
of  the  Cafe  depends,  are  principally  thefe  two: 
Fir  ft,  That  the  Debtor  was  not  able  to  difeharge 
the  Debt  at  the  Time  of  the  Demand.  Secondly 5i 
That  he  was  willing  to  do  Juftice  to  his  Creditor,, 
and  to  endeavour  by  the  beft  Means  he  cou’d  u(e,; 
to  raife  a  Sum  fufficient  to  anfwer  the  Demand. 
Therefore  where  either  of  thefe  Circumftances  are' 
wanting,  the  Reafon  of  the  Cafe  ceafes,  and  toge¬ 
ther  with  it  all  Pleas  for  Forbearance  and  CompaL 
fion.  Confequently  every  Man  is  at  Liberty  in  Point 
of  Confcience,  to  ufe  the  Method  which  the  Law 
of  his  Countrey  direds,  to  compel  thofe  to  pay 
their  Debts,  who  are  able,  but  not  willing  to  pay 
them.  And  in  Truth  where  this  is  the  Cafe,  the 
Creditor  is  fo  far  from  being  juftly  chargeable  with 
Cruelty  or  Oppreflion  in  making  Ufe  of  any  Le¬ 
gal  Method  to  recover  his  own,  that  the  Charge 
lies  ftrongly  againft  the  other  Side.  To  delay  poor 
Traders,  or  others,  in  the  Payment  of  what  is  due 
to  them,  is  always  Injuftice,  and  fometimes  very 
barbarous  Injuftice.  A  poor  Man  may  perhaps  lofe 
his  Credit,  which  is  the  Life  of  his  Bufinefs,  or  per¬ 
haps 
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haps  his  Liberty,  which  is  the  Life  and  Maintenance 
of  himfclf  and  Family,  for  want  of  that  very  Money 
which  you  detain  from  him:  And  when  this  hap¬ 
pens,  is  it  any  Compenfation  to  pay  the  Man  at  laRr 
what  is  owing  to  him  ?  So'  far  from  it,  that  fuch  a 
Debtor,  even  when  his  Debt  is  paid,  may  Rand 
charged  in  Confcience  with  the  Ruin  of  a  poor 

Another  Circumftance ,  upon  which  the  Judg¬ 
ment  of  our  Saviour  in  this  Cafe  depends,  is,  That 
there  be  a  Readinefs  and  Willingnefs  in  the  Debt¬ 
or,  to  do  fuftice  whenever  he  is  able,  and  to  ufe 
his  beft  Endeavours  to  enable  himfelf  to  do  it, 
Confequently,  All  fuch  Debtors  are  out  of  this  Cafe, 
who  deny  their  juft  Debts,  or  any  Part  of  them; 
and  all  fuch  as  may  be  juftly  fufpe&ed  to  conceal 
their  Effe&s,  in  order  to  defraud  their  Creditors : 
And  fuch  alfc,  as  live  idly  and  profufely,  fquan- 
dering  the  Eftate  which  ought  to  be  applied  to 
do  Juftice  to  thofe  to  whom  ’tis  due.  The  Rea- 
fon  of  thefe  Exceptions  may  be  made  plain  in 
few  Words.  The  prefent  Inability  of  a  Debtor,  is 
the  Argument  for  Delay  and  Forbearance;  but  this 
Inability  comes  not  into  QueRion  where  the  Debt 
it  folf  is  denied.  And  frnce  the  CircumRances  of 
Men  change  fo  faR  as  they  do,  the  Man  who 
wants  Forbearance  this  Year,  may  in  a  few  more 
be  better  able  to  pay  the  Debt,  than  the  other  is 

to 
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to  forgive  it :  And  what  Reafen  can  be  given  why 
he  {hou’d  not?  Now  he  who  denies  the  Debt, 
declares  an  Intention  never  to  pay  it;  which  cer¬ 
tainly  will  juftify  the  other,  in  endeavouring  by  a 
Legal  Method  to  maintain  and  afeertain  his  Right; 
and  till  the  Right  is  cleared,  there  is  no  Room  for 
one  Side  to  plead,  or  the  other  Side  to  confider 
the  Arguments  for  Pity  and  Companion. 

The  fecond  Exception  relates  to  a  Cafe  which  is 
fe>  manifeftly  fraudulent,  that  nothing  can  be  faid  in 
its  Excufe.  They  who  conceal  their  Effe&s,  and 
plead  Poverty  deceitfully,  are  mere  Cheats,  and 
deferve  no  Companion.  To  prevent  fuch  Frauds, 
and  to  arm  the  Creditor  with  Power  to  compel 
a  Difcovery,  feems  to  me  to  be  the  chief  View  and 
Defign  of  the  Law ,  which  puts  the  Body  of  the 
Debtor  into  the  Creditor’s  Power:  And  (b  odious  is 
this  Deceit,  that  the  Law  in  feme  Cafes  and  Cir- 
cumftances,  has  annext  to  it  a  far  greater  Penalty. 

The  third  Exception  relates  to  thofe,  who  often¬ 
times  are  free  enough  of  their  Promifes  to  do  Ju- 
ftice,  and  yet  by  their  A&ions  declare  daily,  that 
they  have  nothing  lefs  at  Heart  than  to  do  juftly 
by  their  Creditors.  Such  are  they,  who  live  idly 
and  profufely,  and  are  conftantly  diminifhing  what 
they  have,  and  by  fo  doing  are  rendring  themfclves 
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lefs  able  every  Day  to  pay  their  juft  Debts.  Now 
what  Reafon  can  you  imagine,  that  is  proper  to  be 
laid  before  an  honeft  induftrious  Man,  to  perfuade 
him  to  be  content  that  his  own  Family  fliould  fuf- 
fer,  and  his  Subftance  be  wailed  by  the  Folly  and 
Extravagance  of  a  Stranger  ?  Such  a  Man  would 
certainly  punifh  and  reftrain  a  Son  of  his  own, 
were  he  idle  and  extravagant ;  and  what  Kind  of 
Goodnefs  or  Charity  is  it,  to  maintain  and  fupport 
the  like  Extravagance  in  another  ?  Some  wife* 
Commonwealths  have  debarred  fuch  Perfons  from 
the  Management  of  their  own  Eftates ;  I  am  fure 
there  is  more  Reafon  to  debar  them  from  fpending 
the  Eftates  of  other  Men  j  and  this  is  what  every 
extravagant  Man  does,  whilft  he  confumes  his  Sub¬ 
ftance  and  leaves  his  Debts  unpaid. 

In  thefe  Cafes,  therefore,  and  in  others  of  the 
like  Nature,  every  good  Man  may,  and  every  wife 
Man  will,  make  ufe  (in  a  reafonable  Manner)  of 
the  Power  which  the  Law  gives  him  for  the  Secu¬ 
rity  of  his  Property;  and  in  fo  doing  he  Hands 
clear  of  all  Offence  againft  Charity  and  good  Con- 
fcience. 

But  when  the  Circumftances  mentioned  in  the 
Text  meet  together ;  when  the  Debtor  is  charge¬ 
able  with  no  Fault  „  or  Fraud,  but  is  difabled  by 

mere 
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mere  Poverty  to  fatisfy  his  Debts ;  to  ufe  the 
Extremity  of  the  Law  again  ft  fuch  a  Man,  is  not 
only  cruel  and  inhumane,  but,  as  far  as  I  can  judge, 
contrary  to  the  true  Meaning  and  Defign  of  the 
Law  itfelf.  For  the  Law  which  gives  Power  over 
the  Body  of  the  Debtor,  is  not  a  criminal  Law, 
ordained  for  the  Punifliment  of  Offenders;  but  is 
a  Law  made  to  fecure  Men  in  their  Properties,  and 
to  guard  them  againft  the  Arts  and  Contrivances 
of  fuch  as  would  injure  them  in  their  juft  Demands. 
To  ufe  the  Law,  therefore,  where  it  cannot  pof- 
fibly  have  any  Effed  towards  fecuring  your  Pro¬ 
perty,  but  can  ferve  only  to  harafs  and  torment  a 
poor  unfortunate  Man,  is  perverting  the  Law,  and 
making  it  fubfervient  to  Purpofes  very  different  from 
thofe,  for  the  Sake  of  which  it  was  ordained. 
The  Law  does  not  entruft  private  Men  with  the 
Execution,  or  Relaxation  of  its  Penalties  for  Crimes 
and  Offences ;  but  in  the  prefent  Cafe,  every  Man 
may  imprifon,  or  releafe  from  Prifon  his  Debtor  as 
he  pleafes  :  A  plain  Evidence  that  this  Law  was 
meant  as  a  Defence  of  private  Rights,  and  not  as  a 
Punifliment  for  Criminals, 

Is  it  then  a  general  Rule,  that  the  Law  can  ne¬ 
ver  with  good  Confcience  be  executed  asainft  Ii> 
folvent  Debtors  ?  There  may,  poffibly,  be  Excep¬ 
tions,  and  more  than  I  can  forefee  ;  but  I  think 
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they  muft  all  be  attended  with  this  Circum dance. 
That  there  be  a  Profped  of  recovering  the  Debt, 
though  the  Debtor  himfelf  be  infolvent.  It  may 
fo  happen,  that  he  who  has  nothing  of  his 
own ,  may  have  wealthy  Friends  and  Relations ; 
and  though  Friends  are  not  often  willing,  for  the 
Sake  of  Juftice,  to  pay  the  Debts  of  a  Relation, 
yet,  for  the  Honour  of  the  Family,  or  out  of  per- 
fonal  Regard  to  the  Relation,  they  will  pay  the 
Money  as  the  Price  of  his  Redemption  from  a 
Gaol.  Many  Cafes  may  be  imagined  where  a  rich 
Relation  ought  in  Reafon  to  pay  the  Debt,  rather 
than  the  poor  Creditor  to  lofe  it.  In  fuch  Cafes, 
there  may  be  a  Reafon  to  juftify  or  excufe  the  Pro¬ 
ceeding. 

Some  think  that  no  Severity  is  too  great  to  be 
ufed  towards  fuch,  as  have  fpent  their  Eftates  rio- 
toufly  to  the  Injury  of  their  Creditors.  And  indeed 
little  is  to  be  faid  in  Behalf  of  fuch  Perfons.  Yet 
ftill  ’tis  worth  confidermg,  whether  you  would 
chufe  to  be  Judge  and  Executioner  in  your  own 
Caufe.  And  if  the  Cafe  be  really  fo  defperate,  that 
you  can  aim  at  nothing  by  the  Execution  of  the 
Law,  but  the  Pumfliment  of  the  Man  who  has 
wronged  you ;  I  am  fure  ’tis  the  fafer  Way  to  leave 
the  Punifliment  to  him,  who  has  faid,  Vengeance  is 
mine ,  and  I  will  repay. 
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But  the  Cafe  which  I  have  principally  in  View  . 
(lands  cleat  of  thefe  Exceptions.  The  unfortunate 
Perfons,  with  whom  the  Goals  are  crowded  are,  for 
the  mod  part,  fiich  as  have  neither  Money  nor 
Friends  to  affifl  them;  fuch  as  have  fallen  into  Po¬ 
verty  by  Misfortunes,  by  a  Decay  in  their  Bufinefs; 
or  perhaps  by  the  Largenefs  of  a  Family,  which 
their  utmoft  Diligence  could  not  fupport.  Were  they 
at  Liberty,  they  might  probably  be  of  Ufe  to  them- 
felves,  and  their  poor  Families,  and  alfo  to  their 
Creditors,  by  following  their  honed  Callings  and 
Employments.  But  now  their  Strength  confumes  in 
vain,  they  darv.e  in  Prifon,  and  their  Children  out 
of  it,  or  are  thrown  upon  the  Parifli  for  a  miferable 
Maintenance  ;  and  no  Benefit  or  Advantage  accrues, 
or  can  poffibly  accrue  to  the  Perfon  who  confines 
them. 

Men  are  often  urged  to  deal  thus  feverely  with, 
others,  by  the  Grief  and  Anguifli  which  attend  the 
Difappointment  they  meet  with  in  their  juft  Ex¬ 
pedition  ;  and  being  themfelves  Sufferers,  they  think 
no  Treatment  too  bad  for  thofe  to  whom  they 
impute  their  own  Diftreis.  But  could  Men  confider 
calmly  how  much  Mifery  they  bring  into  the  World, 
and  how  many  mud  partake  in  the  fed  Efte&s  of 
their  Refentment,  I  am  perfuaded  that  Humanity 
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and  Compaffion,  Virtues  to  which  this  Country  ne¬ 
ver  was  a  Stranger,  would  in  great  meafure  prevent 

this  Evil 

When  the  Father  of  a  poor  Family,  who  have 
nothing  to  depend  on  for  their  Subfiftence  but  his 
Labour  and  Induftry,  is  torn  from  them,  what  can 
the  poor  Widow  and  Orphans  do  ?  For  a  Widow 
foe  is ,  and  Orphans  they  arey  to  all  the  Intents  and 
Purpoies  of  Sorrow  and  Affliction.  ’Tis  well  if  they 
take  to  no  worfe  Employment  than  begging  ;  of¬ 
tentimes  they  are  tempted  to  pilfer  or  ftcal,  or  to 
proftrate  themfelves  for  Bread  ;  and  happy  is  it 
for  them,  if  they  meet  with  no  worfe  Fortune,  than 
to  fall  into  your  Hands  to  be  correfted  and  re¬ 
formed. 

In  the  mean  time  the  wretched  Father  fees  him- 
felf  undone,  and  his  Family  difperfed  and  ruined. 
His  Spirits  fink  under  Sorrow,  and  Defpair  eats 
out  his  Strength  and  Life ;  that  fhould  you  in  time 
relent  and  releafe  him,  ?tis  ten  to  one  but  the  Re¬ 
lief  comes  too  late.  He  is  no  longer  the  fame  Man  5 
before  his  Imprifonment  he  was  a£tive  and  ftrong, 
and  had  Spirit  to  go  through  his  Labour  5  he  is 
now  broken  in  Mind  and  Body,  and  not  able  to 
improve  to  any  Advantage  that  Liberty,  which  at 
laid  you  are  willing  to  allow  him. 

Would 
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Would  not  any  one  who  confiders  this,  be  apt 
to  imagine,  that  no  Man  lies  in  Prifon  but  for 
fome  great  Debt  •,  that  ’tis  impoffible  that  any  one 
fliould  ufe  another  thus  cruelly  for  a  Trifle.  And 
yet,  in  truth,  the  Cafe  is  quite  otherwife  :  There 
are  few,  in  comparifon,  who  lie  for  great  Sums  ; 
the  far  greater  Number  are  confined  for  Trifles, 
for  fuoh  Sums  as  muft  be  reckon’d  by  Pence,  and 
not  by  Pounds.  ’Tis  true,  they  are  commonly  con¬ 
fined  at  the  Suit  of  thofe,  who  are  almoft:  as  poor 
as  themfelves ;  and  the  Poverty  On  the  one  Side  is 
often  urged  as  a  Juftification  of  the  Severity  ufed 
againft  the  other.  But,  alas  !  what  Relief  is  it  to 
one  poor  Man,  to  undo  another  ?  What  Comfort 
is  it  to  torment  a  Wretch,  whofe  Mifery  can  yield 
you  no  Profit  or  Advantage? 

Whether  I  have  juftly  reprefented  the  Confe- 
quences  of  this  Cafe,  or  no,  you,  who  have  the 
poor  Orphans  of  this  City  under  your  Care;  and 
you,  whole  charitable  Work  it  is  to  corred  and  re¬ 
form  the  Vicious  and  Profligate ;  are  beft  able  to 
fay :  For  you  know  all  the  Diftrefles  of  the  Poor, 
and  the  Caufes  from  whence  they  fpring.  And, 
to  your  Honour  I  fpeak  it,  you  have  provided  for 
every  Evil  of  Life  a  proper  Remedy,  or  a  proper 
Comfort.  But  I  need  not  be  your  Orator,  your 
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own  Deeds  will  (peak  for  you,  far  better  than* 
I  can.  The  Report  now  to  be  read  will  fhew 
both  the  Nature,  and  the  good  Management  of  the 
feveral  Charities  under  your  Diredion. 

Here  the  Report  was  read. 

The  Account  now  laid  before  you  is  capable  of 
railing  very  different  Sentiments  in  the  Heart  of  a 
Chriftian.  It  is  a  melancholy  Thing  to  hear  the 
poor  Orphans  in  one  Place,  the  profligate  Vagrants 
in  another,  the  lame  and  impotent  in  a  third,  and 
the  diftempered  in  Mind  in  a  fourth,  reckoned  up 
by  hundreds  and  by  thoufands.  To  what  Miferies  is 
humane  Life  expofed: 

But  (till,  in  the  Midft  of  thefe  Calamities,  there  is 
Reafon  to  blefs  and  adore  the  Goodneis  of  God, 
who  has  put  it  into  the  Hearts  of  his  Servants  to 
provide  Comfort  and  Relief  for  thefe  Sons  and 
Daughters  of  Atflidion. 

The  richeft  among  us,  when  he  views  thefe 
Misfortunes ,  fees  nothing  but  what  he  is  liable  to 
himfelf.  Examine  the  Condition  of  thefe  Orphans, 
many  of  them  perhaps  born  in  the  midft  of  Plenty, 
tho’  now  they  live  on  Charity.  There  was  a  Time 
perhaps  when  their  Fathers  as  little  thought  they 
a-  -  fhould 
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iliould  be  beholden  to  an  Hofpital  for  the  Mainte¬ 
nance  of  their  Children,  as  we  may  think  it  at  this 
Day. 

Other  Calamities  make  no  Diftindion  between 
Rich  and  Poor;  we  have  no  Inheritance  in  the 
Ufe  of  our  Limbs  and  Senfes,  but  enjoy  them  by 
the  good  Pleafure  of  him  who  gave  them.  And 
whenever  thefe  Misfortunes  overtake  us,  our  Riches 
make  but  little  Difference  in  the  Cafe;  a  rich  di- 
ftraded  Man,  and  a  poor  diftraded  Man,  are  very 
near  upon  an  Equality;  and  as  far  as  the  Power  of 
Imagination  goes,  they  often  change  Conditions; 
the  poor  Man  fancying  himfelf  to  be  a  Prince, 
whilft  the  rich  one  pines  and  torments  himfelf 
with  the  All-fears  and  Anxieties  of  Poverty. 

Since  then  you  are  fo  nearly  related  to  all  the 
Miferies  now  placed  within  your  View,  need  I  fay 
much  to  move  Tender nefs  and  Compaffion  towards 
a  Cafe  already  fo  much  your  own  ?  This  is  a  Caufe 
which  Nature  will  plead  for  in  every  Heart  not 
made  of  Stone.  But  there  is  one  {fell  greater  Ad¬ 
vocate  to  plead  this  Caufe,  even  he  who  died  for 
our  Sins,  and  rofe  again  for  our  Juftification.  Thefe 
Orphans,  thefe  difeafed  in  Body  or  in  Mind,  nay, 
even  the  profligate  Wretches  who  are  brought  to 
you  for  Punifhment  and  Corrcdion,  are  his  Care; 
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and  whatever  Charity  you  bellow  on  them,  he 
will  reckon  it  as  done  to  himfelf,  and  acknow¬ 
ledge  it  in  the  Sight  of  Men  and  of  Angels,  when 
he  fhall  come  again  to  judge  the  World  in  Righ- 
teoufiiels. 


B&OKS  printed  for  J.  Pemberton  at  the 
Golden-Buck,  againji  St.  Dunftan’j  Churchy  in 
Fleetftreet. 

i.^HE  Ufe  and  Intent  of  Prophecy,  in  the  fe- 

1.  veral  Ages  of  the  World:  In  Six  Difcourfes, 
delivered  at  the  Temple  Church,  in  April  and  May 
1724.  Publiflied  at  the  Defire  of  the  Mafters  of  the 
Bench  of  the  Two  Honourable  Societies.  To  which 
are  added,  Three  Difiertations.  I.  The  Authority  of 
the  Second  Epifile  of  St.  Peter .  II.  The  Senfe  of 
the  Antients  before  Chrift ,  upon  the  Circumftances 
and  Confequences  of  the  Fall.  III.  The  Bleffing  of 
Judah ,  Gen.  xlix.  The  Second  Edition  Corrected. 

2.  A  Sermon  preach’d  before  the  Sons  of  the  Clergy, 
at  St.  Paul's ,  Decern,  7.  1710. 

3.  A  Sermon  preach’d  before  the  Right  Honour¬ 
able  the  Lord  Mayor,  &c.  at  St.  Paul's ,  November  f. 
1712. 

4.  A  Sermon  preach’d  before  the  Honourable 
Houfe  of  Commons,  at  St,  Margaret's  fVeftminfterj 
March  8.  1714. 

f .  A  Sermon  preach’d  at  the  Temple  Church,  No¬ 
vember  20.  1717. 

6.  A  Sermon  preach’d  before  the  Society  for  the 
Propagation  of  the  Gofpel  in  Foreign  Parts,  at  St. 
Mary -le- Bow ,  February  17.  1717. 

7.  A  Sermon  preach’d  before  the  Honourable  Houfe 
of  Commons,  at  St.  Margaret's  Wejlminfter ,  June  7. 
1715. 

All  written  by  the  Right  Reverend  Father  in  God , 
Thomas  Lord  Bijhop  of  Bangor. 

8.  Twenty  Eight  Sermons  and  Difcourfes  upon 
plain  and  practical  Subje&s,  very  ufeful  to  be  read 
in  Families,  under  the  following  Heads,  viz.  1.  God- 
linefs  the  Defign  of  the  Chriltian  Religion.  2.  Of 
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the  Wifdom  and  Goodnefs  of  Providence.  3  Of  Re¬ 
ligious  Melancholy.  4.  Of  the  Immortality  of  the 
Soul.  f.  Of  the  Neccffity  of  Holinefs  in  order  to 
Happinefs.  6.  Of  the  Truth  and  Excellency  of  the 
GofpeL  7.  Of  good  and  bad  Examples.  8.  Of  Pub- 
lick  Prayer  and  Thankfgiving.  9.  Of  the  Future 
Judgment.  10.  Of  Faith  and  Works,  it.  Of  fel¬ 
ting  God  always  before  us.  12.  Of  perfecting  Holi¬ 
nefs  in  the  Fear  of  God.  13.  Of  doing  Good  to  all 
Men.  By  the  Right  Reverend  Dr.  John  Moore ,  late 
Lord  Bifhops  of  Ely.  Publifh’d  with  a  Recommenda¬ 
tory  Preface  to  each  Volume.  By  S amuel  CjIcit D.  13» 
Re&or  of  St.  James' s  Wefiminfler. 

9,  The  Hiftory  of  the  Pontificate,  from  its  fuppofed 
Beginning  to  the  End  of  the  Council  of  Tmtf,  u4nm 
Dom.  j  5-6 5 .  In  which  the  Corruptions  of  the  Scri¬ 
ptures  and  Sacred  Antiquity,  Forgeries  in  the  Coun¬ 
cils,  and  Incroachment  of  the  Court  of  Rome  on  the 
Church  and  State,  to  fupport  their  Infallibility,  Su¬ 
premacy,  and  other  Modern  Do&rines  are  fet  in  a  true 
Light.  By  Laurence  Howe],  A.  M.  The  Second  E- 
dition.  Price  6  s. 

10.  A  compleat  Hifiory  of  the  Holy  Bible,  con¬ 
tained  in  the  Old  and  New  Teftament  :  In  which  are 
inferted  the  Occurrences  that  happened  during  the 
Space  of  about  Four  Hundred  Years,  from  the  Days 
of  the  Prophet  MaJachi ,  to  the  Birth  of  our  Biefied 
Saviour,  and  that  have  been  omitted  in  all,  or  moll: 
of  the  former  Works  of  this  Nature.  The  Whole 
illuftrated  with  Notes  j  explaining  feveral  difficult 
Texts,  and  reconciling  many  feeming  Contradictions  in 
the  Tranfiations,  as  well  Englijb  as  others,  of  the  fa- 
cred  Scriptures.  Adorned  with  above  if  o  Cuts,  en¬ 
graved  by  J.  Sturt.  In  three  Volumes.  By  Laurence 

Ho'weh  A.  M.  The  Fourth  Edition, corrected. 
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